
River Currents
S E R V I N G  D E S  M O I N E S ,  H E N R Y ,  L E E  A N D  L O U I S A  C O U N T I E S

S I N C E  1 9 7 3

J U N E  2 0 2 0

Southeast Iowa Regional
Planning Commission
211 N Gear Avenue,
Suite 100
West Burlington, IA
52655

K e o k u k

S E I D C  O P E N  F O R

B U S I N E S S  
   M o u n t  P l e a s a n t ,   

 W a y l a n d

W E L L M A R K

G R A N T S

Southeast  Iowa  Regional  Planning  Commission   Newsletter

seirpc.com I www.facebook.com/SEIRPC I www.instagram.com/seirpc I 888-753-5107 

G R E A T E R

B U R L I N G T O N

B I C Y C L E  &

P E D E S T R I A N  P L A N



Thank you to our 
dues-paying members!

City of Burlington  

City of Columbus City

City of Columbus Junction

City of Danville

City of Donnellson

City of Franklin

City of Fredonia

City of Fort Madison

City of Grandview 

City of Hillsboro

City of Houghton

City of Keokuk

City of Letts

City of Mediapolis

City of Middletown

City of Montrose

City of Morning Sun

City of Mount Pleasant

City of New London

City of Oakville

City of Olds

City of Salem

City of St. Paul

City of Wapello

City of Wayland

City of West Burlington

City of West Point

City of Westwood

City of Winfield

Des Moines County

Henry County

Lee County

Louisa County

Dues enable SEIRPC to perform grant writing and technical assistance services to
members by matching federal planning grants. Since 1973, SEIRPC has secured
nearly $250 million in outside funds for southeast Iowa. 

SEIRPC serves its members through free grant writing services, grant administration,
planning, technical assistance and managing public programs and funds.

 THANK YOU 



Homes for Iowa has started operations, delivered three homes and has eight more under
construction. SEIRPC has been a key contributor in the development of Homes for Iowa,
which is the first offender job training/home building program in Iowa’s history. The program
is modeled after South Dakota’s Governor’s House project, which has built and shipped
over 2,000 homes in one piece over the past 25 years.

Homes for Iowa homes are 1,200 sf, 3 bed 2 bath homes, shipped complete in one piece
except for floor coverings and appliances. Homes cost $75,000 to be delivered and set on a
foundation in 2020. They are available to individuals and families who fall at or below the
statewide median income. There is limited availability for homes delivered over 100 miles
from the production site in Jasper County, just outside of Newton.

HOMES FOR IOWA Progress Update

The first Homes for Iowa home, shown just after leaving the Newton production site in

February (left), and at its permanent location in Jefferson, Iowa (Greene County) in June. 

There is limited availability for homes delivered over 100 miles from the production site near
Newton. Homes for Iowa developments should soon be visible in West Point, Fort Madison
and West Burlington. A developer’s open house will be held July 22 at the production site,
to show how the homes are built and facilitate statewide development of the homes.

For more information contact
Mike Norris at 319-753-4310, or

visit www.homesforia.com.

Developer’s Open House 
July 22, 2020 - 10am to 2pm

Homes for Iowa production site: 
307 S. 60th Ave W, Newton, IA 50208 

(directly west of Newton Correctional Facility)



The  EDA grant allowed the City to reuse that building to create the Southeast Iowa
Development Center (SEIDC). This facility will house future private tenants for business
startups and various other economic development activities. As of June 2020, the project
is now complete, as a new roof has been installed, along with new heating and air
conditioning systems. In addition, the common areas have been remodeled, and various
exterior upgrades (some seen in the photo above) have been installed. These structural
and aesthetic improvements will help attract businesses to the facility, which is located
two blocks west of Main Street (Highway 218), between 14th and 15th Streets.

In September 2017, the City of Keokuk received a grant of $1,010,963 from the Economic
Development Administration (EDA), for efforts to renovate the building at 1417 Exchange
Street. This grant utilizes federal funds from the U.S. Department of Commerce. 

The building was most recently used for office space by Roquette America, whose
processing facility is located elsewhere in the city. It was originally built as St. Joseph's
Hospital, which operated there from 1929 to 1975, when it merged with Graham Hospital to
form the present day UnityPoint Health Keokuk (formerly Keokuk Area Hospital). Roquette
donated the property to the City of Keokuk in 2016.

The Southeast Iowa Development Center
is Open for Business!



The Wellmark Foundation has announced that they will be awarding grants to 16 cities and
organizations in Iowa, as part of their Large MATCH Program, which funds projects that fall
into one of two focus areas: 1) access to and the consumption of healthy foods, and 2) safe
environments in which to be physically active. Two of those 16 projects receiving grants are
in Southeast Iowa, and both will receive the maximum award amount of $100,000!

First, the City of Mount Pleasant will receive $100,000 to complete the Saunders Park Trail
Connection, a new mile-long segment of multi-purpose trail that will connect south side
neighborhoods with Saunders Park and the Henry County Health Center. This will be part
of a growing citywide trail network, which has seen several new segments constructed in
the past five years. This project has already received $250,000 through a regional
Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) grant, and with this additional grant from the
Wellmark Foundation, it is ready to begin construction this summer!

TWO HENRY COUNTY CITIES RECEIVE
WELLMARK FOUNDATION GRANTS

Also in Henry County, the City of Wayland will receive $100,000 for Phase II of its West
Park Wetlands Project, an effort to enhance the recreational experience of West Park. This
phase will involve construction of a trail loop around the park, and the replacement of
outdated and deteriorating playground equipment with modern, all-inclusive equipment. It
will follow Phase I of the project, which includes the construction of a splash pad.

SEIRPC staff assisted both of these communities with their applications for the Wellmark
Large MATCH grant, and we are excited to see them both find success in the same funding
round. Congratulations to Mount Pleasant and Wayland on their proactive efforts to improve
their local quality-of-life!

Before

After



SEIRPC planning staff, Kansha Tiwari and Steven Stransky, facilitated the creation of a
bicycle and pedestrian master plan on behalf of the City of Burlington, the City of West
Burlington, and Des Moines County Conservation. This plan is an update to a previous
plan that was created in 2013. It focuses on re-evaluating the existing network and building
a safe and accessible network of sidewalks, trails, and on-road bicycle facilities that will
connect neighborhoods to key destinations in the Greater Burlington area such as parks,
schools, and places of employment.  This offers each entity specific goals and objectives
for developing multi-use paths (trails), bike lanes, and dedicated share-the-lane (sharrow)
facilities.

A final public meeting was scheduled for April 7, 2020, and another meeting with the
steering committee was also being planned around the same time. However, due to social
gathering restrictions related to COVID-19, SEIRPC staff had to adapt to the situation.
They came up with alternative solutions to gauge public feedback on proposed priorities
and the overall goals and objectives of the plan. A draft of the plan was then made
available for public review and comment. Finally, at meetings held in early June, the final
plan was approved and adopted by Des Moines County Conservation and the Cities of
Burlington and West Burlington. A copy of the final plan can be viewed at www.seirpc.com. 

The public input process included multiple
targeted stakeholder meetings, two
general public meetings attended by over
40 people, and an area-wide survey that
received a total of 236 responses.  A
steering committee (pictured below) was
formed to guide the planning process and
develop a vision for bicycle and pedestrian
facilities in the area.

Update to Greater Burlington Bicycle &
Pedestrian Plan Completed



SEIRPC has played a significant role in this project since 2014, when local efforts to
pursue a study began. Some of the prominent contributions made by SEIRPC include:
developing a work scope, conducting the consultant selection process, organizing a
steering committee to guide the study’s progress, securing federal and local funding for the
study, and facilitating communication between the many stakeholders involved.

In March 2020, SEIRPC and the City participated in a kickoff meeting with the project
consultant, TransSystems. This meeting was held to provide context on the scope of the
study and gather input from the steering committee on three primary alternatives:
improvements to the existing bridge, a new bridge alignment, and a no-build scenario. The
plan will include an existing conditions analysis, a transportation assessment of the study
area, an evaluation of environmental constraints, and an outline of the selected bridge
alternatives and their cost estimates. It is anticipated that the feasibility study will be
completed in the Fall of 2020.

A feasibility study is currently being undertaken for the Fort Madison Toll Bridge, which
crosses the Mississippi River to connect Fort Madison with Niota, Illinois. Owned and
operated by BNSF Railway, this double-deck bridge has carried both rail and vehicle traffic
since it opened in 1927. Unfortunately, 1920s vehicles are much different from those in use
today, and the geometry of the bridge is such that semi trucks have difficulty safely
maneuvering through the tights turns on approach to the upper deck. In 2008, an embargo
was imposed on the bridge, for trucks of over 60,000 lbs or 60 feet in length. 

The primary purpose of the study is to determine potential alternatives for improving the
bridge geometry and lane configuration so that the embargo on large trucks can be lifted.
Both the Iowa DOT and Illinois DOT awarded federal funding to the project. The City of
Fort Madison and several local industries are providing matching funds for the remaining
cost of the study.

FEASIBILITY STUDY UNDERWAY FOR
FORT MADISON BRIDGE



What is your city's financial condition, and how does it
compare to other cities in the region and throughout Iowa? 

New Annual Fiscal Conditions Reports are now available
from the Iowa Government Finance Initiative (IGFI),
facilitated by Iowa State University Extension and
Outreach. These reports provide municipalities with a
thorough of analysis for their financial condition, and the
ability to compare themselves with other cities in Iowa.
Trends and opportunities can be identified through this
analysis and comparison. To view the report on your city,
visit https://www.extension.iastate.edu/igfi/city-reports.

Each year, a 9-member committee representing various regional stakeholder groups meets
to review and evaluate regional applications for the Surface Transportation Block Grant
(STBG) and Transportation Alternatives Programs (TAP). At the start of 2020, the terms
for 4 of the 9 members expired.  We are grateful to Chris Ball, Brian Carter and Larry
Driscoll for the six years you each served on the committee, and to Kristi Ray for serving in
place of a member whose job took him out of the region before his term had concluded.

City Financial Reports Available Online

Transportation Advisory Committee
Welcomes 4 New Members

The four new members (pictured above from left to right) are Darren Cady, Des Moines
County Ag Professional; Jake Hotchkiss, Henry County Engineer; Dana Millard, Lee
County Economic Development Professional; and Todd Salazar, Louisa County Public
Works Professional. We appreciate your willingness to serve, and look forward to future
years where we can see you all in person at our meetings!

We also appreciate the service of the five members entering their second and final term -
Emily Benjamin, Greg Moeller, Al Muhlenbruck, and Aaron Schmidgall.



SEIRPC Office Staff Listing 
(with years of tenure in 2020)

DEBBIE BLACKLEDGE, RECEPTIONIST: dblackledge@seirpc.com (1 yr)

SUSAN COFFEY, ADMINISTRATIVE DIRECTOR: scoffey@seirpc.com (26 yrs)

CHRIS CROWNER, TRANSIT SCHEDULER, ccrowner@seirpc.com (3 yrs)

LORI GILPIN, FINANCE DIRECTOR: lgilpin@seirpc.com (7 yrs)

SARA HECOX, GRANT ADMINISTRATOR: shecox@seirpc.com (14 yrs)

GERALD HEUBNER, TRANSIT MAINTENANCE MGR: ghuebner@seirpc.com (11 yrs)

ZACH JAMES, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR: zjames@seirpc.com (15 yrs)

SHERRI JONES, EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT: sjones@seirpc.com (11 yrs)

ROGER KELLER, TRANSIT DIRECTOR: rkeller@seirpc.com (3 yrs)

TRACEY LAMM, REG. DEVELOPMENT COORDINATOR: tlamm@seirpc.com (12 yrs)

JARRED LASSITER, REGIONAL PLANNER: jlassiter@seirpc.com (5 yrs)

CAROLYN LEES, HOUSING ASSISTANT: clees@seirpc.com (1 yr)

FRANK MASON, BUILDING SUPERINTENDENT: fmason@seirpc.com (< 1 yr)

LISA MCPHERSON, PLANNING ASSISTANT: lmcpherson@seirpc.com (< 1 yr)

MIKE NORRIS, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR: mnorris@seirpc.com (16 yrs)

STEVEN STRANSKY, REGIONAL PLANNER: sstransky@seirpc.com (2 yrs)

KANSHA TIWARI, REGIONAL PLANNER: atiwari@seirpc.com (3 yrs)


