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Thank you to our 
dues-paying members!

City of Burlington  

City of Columbus City

City of Columbus Junction

City of Danville

City of Donnellson

City of Franklin

City of Fredonia

City of Fort Madison

City of Grandview 

City of Hillsboro

City of Houghton

City of Keokuk

City of Letts

City of Mediapolis

City of Middletown

City of Montrose

City of Morning Sun

City of Mount Pleasant

City of New London

City of Oakville

City of Olds

City of Salem

City of St. Paul

City of Wapello

City of Wayland

City of West Burlington

City of West Point

City of Westwood

City of Winfield

Des Moines County

Henry County

Lee County

Louisa County

Dues enable SEIRPC to perform grant writing and technical assistance services to
members by matching federal planning grants. Since 1973, SEIRPC has secured
nearly $250 million in outside funds for southeast Iowa. 
 
SEIRPC serves its members through free grant writing services, grant administration,
planning, technical assistance and managing public programs and funds.
 

 THANK YOU 
 



This September, Mount Pleasant Municipal Utilities, the water and electric utility provider
for the City of Mount Pleasant, was awarded a $1 million grant from the US Economic
Development Administration (EDA). This grant will be used to fund the creation of a new
replacement water well. It will also support the construction of a new water main that will
add capacity for a business expansion project. This project, at West Liberty Foods, is
expected to create 40 jobs. The grant will be matched with $1.7 million in local funds.

MOUNT PLEASANT MUNICIPAL
UTILITIES RECEIVES $1 MILLION
GRANT FOR NEW WATER WELL

Photo source: Danny Wilcox Frazier, Bloomberg Businessweek

“Investments in infrastructure, particularly in Iowa’s smaller towns and more rural areas,
are key to keeping Iowa’s economy strong,” said U.S. Representative Dave Loebsack,
of Iowa's 2nd congressional district. 
 
Furthermore, US Senator Chuck Grassley noted that, “this grant will help Mt. Pleasant
provide the water infrastructure needed to expand a local business and provide more
jobs in Southeast Iowa.” 

SEIRPC wrote the grant for Mount Pleasant Municipal Utilities,
and will administer it on their behalf. 
 
Thank you to the EDA and the outstanding staff from their
regional office in Denver for their assistance and investment in
Southeast Iowa!



The Illinois DOT recently announced that US Highway 34 in Henderson and Warren
Counties, across the Mississippi River from Southeast Iowa, will be upgraded as part of
the $45 billion capital bill passed earlier this spring by the Illinois General Assembly. 
 
Nearly $60 million was allocated to add additional lanes for 4.5 miles of US Highway 34
between Biggsville and Kirkwood, with this segment to be completed by the end of FY
2025.This will leave just under 16 miles of 2-lane highway between Des Moines, Iowa
and Galesburg, Illinois, and will help increase traffic safety and economic development
opportunities for the region.  

PROGRESS FOR HIGHWAY 34
IMPROVEMENT IN ILLINOIS

SEIRPC has long supported
the Highway 34 Coalition, a
bi-state organization of civic
leaders and community
members which advocates for
completing the expressway in
full between Gulfport and
Monmouth.  SEIRPC
Regional Planner Steven
Stransky helped the coalition
with research and navigating
the legislative process this
past spring, resulting in 30
people traveling 1.5 hours to
attend a Senate hearing in
Peoria, and the coalition
earning the support of the
State Senators at the April
hearing. 



GRHTF 9TH ANNUAL GOLF OUTING
The 9th Annual Great River Housing Trust Fund Golf Outing took place on
October 10, 2019 at Flint Hills Golf Course, just north of Burlington. And if the
results are any indication, there's a good chance we'll make it to a full 18! 

The tournament attracted 82 golfers (21 teams) from around the Southeast Iowa region, and
a total of $6,700 was raised for the Great River Housing Trust Fund. This brings the 9-year
total to $54,700, which has leveraged another $218,800 in state grant funds! Thank you to
all who participated in and supported this great event!

IWILL, A POTENTIAL FUNDING SOURCE FOR
TRAILS AND RECREATION PROJECTS

In recent years, State grant programs to fund trail, recreation and conservation projects
have become increasingly competitive in Iowa. With a limited pool of funding available,
only a small fraction of the projects typically get funded each year. The IWILL initiative
offers the potential for more funding that will cover a greater share of the demand.

IWILL stands for Iowa's Water & Land Legacy. In 2010, Iowans
voted to establish the Natural Resources and Outdoor Recreation
Trust Fund. However, in order for it to take effect, a 3/8 cent sales
tax increase must be approved by the state legislature.

For more information on the IWILL initiative, visit:
http://www.iowaswaterandlandlegacy.org/.

                                                       The Louisa County Conservation Board (LCCB) received a
$166,400 Resource Enhancement and Protection (REAP) grant from the Iowa DNR, for the
acquisition of property for a new conservation area, Wilson's Prairie. It scored the highest of all 18
applications in the REAP County Conservation category - Great job, LCCB!

*GRANT UPDATE*



Southeast Iowa Housing Inc. (SIHI) has completed another home building project - this
time in Keokuk at 1512 Orleans Avenue, right across from Rand Park! This custom 3-
bedroom, 2-bathroom home is currently on the market for $147,900.  The main floor is
1,100 square feet, and there is also a full unfinished basement.  The buyer must be below
the income guidelines below for their family size, and can receive down payment
assistance from the Great River Housing Trust Fund. 
 

SOUTHEAST IOWA HOUSING INC.
COMPLETES NEW HOUSE IN KEOKUK

Interested buyers can contact Peevler Real Estate at 319-524-9510 for a showing. For more
information about SIHI, contact Sara Hecox at 319-753-4311, or shecox@seirpc.com.
 

INCOME GUIDELINES

Number of People in Family

1              2              3               4              5               6               7              8              

$38,850     $44,400     $49,950     $55,500     $59,950     $64,400     $68,850     $73,300          

Max.
Annual
Family
Income



Pre-applications for the Community Catalyst Building Remediation Program are now
being accepted. Through this program, the Iowa Economic Development Authority
(IEDA), will provide grants to communities for the redevelopment, rehabilitation or
deconstruction of buildings to stimulate economic growth or reinvestment in the
community. Earlier this year, Mediapolis was awarded a Community Catalyst grant.
 
Strong applications will show the potential for catalytic economic growth in the
community; improve appearances and safety; make use of underutilized property,
exhibit appropriate design standards and be well-funded. Economic growth may include
the creation of additional jobs, growth of new or existing businesses, development of
new housing units, increase property values or potential population growth.

COMMUNITY CATALYST BUILDING
REMEDIATION PROGRAM

   PROGRAM DETAILS
 

Funding based on annual availability
 

Maximum grant: $100,000
 

40% of funds awarded to cities with population
below 1,500

 

A mandatory pre-application process will precede
the official grant application

 

Applications are by invitation only, after approval of
the pre-application

 

City must be the applicant and provide financial
and/or in-kind resources

 

Funds available for the rehabilitation of one (1)
commercial building per community of two (2)
buildings with the same ownership that are adjacent

 

Deconstruction is eligible in dire situations or for
safety reasons

Pre-applications accepted
until January 31, 2020 
 

Final applications due                   
April 17, 2020.
 

Award announcements will
be made in July 2020
 

 

For More Information, contact:
Tracey Lamm
Regional Development Coordinator
319-753-4306
tlamm@seirpc.com
 



The Iowa Economic Development Authority (IEDA) is opening a new round of funding
for the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Community Facilities and
Services Fund. Applications will be available on November 1, 2019, and applications will
be due in mid-January 2020.
 

CDBG COMMUNITY FACILITIES
AND SERVICES FUND

Applications available
 November 1, 2019 
 

Applications due                 
 January 17, 2020.
 

Award announcements will
be made on or around
March 5, 2020
 

 

For More Information, contact:
Tracey Lamm
Regional Development Coordinator
319-753-4306
tlamm@seirpc.com
 

MAXIMUM FUNDING REQUEST GUIDELINES
Population of Community

Under 300 or 
Unincorporated        

$1,000 per Capita              
Max. Funding

per Project $300,000     $500,000      $600,000        $800,000              

300 to 
 1,000               

1,001 to 
   2,500              

2,501 to
    15,000                

Greater than    
      15,000              

Des Moines County received a CDBG
Community Facilities grant of $800,000 in 2013,
to construct a 3,600 square-foot building
addition at the Community Health Centers of
Southeastern Iowa, on Agency Road in West
Burlington.

This competitive program assists projects such as
day care facilities, senior centers, vocational
workshops and other community services such as
storm water projects. The goal is to provide
economic opportunities for people, especially
those of low to moderate income. 
 

A total of approximately $1.6 million will be available in this round of funding.



LEAD STANDARDS TO BE TOUGHENED   
 IN JANUARY 2020

The U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) recently announced
that it will be strengthening its
standards for lead exposure in the
home.  From January 6, 2020
onward, lead paint cannot exceed 10
µg/ft 2 on the floor and 100 µg/ft 2 on
the window sills in order to pass lead
clearance testing. This is a reduction
from 40 µg/ft 2 on the floor and 250
µg/ft 2 on window sills. 
 

SEIRPC will begin using these new standards next year when working
with federal funds for owner-occupied home rehabilitation.  SEIRPC
recently completed federally-funded programs in New London and
Burlington, and is currently working with homeowners in Keokuk.  For
any questions on this change, please reach out to Steven Stransky,
Regional Planner, at 319.753.4316 or sstransky@seirpc.com.

SEIRPC PLANNER BROADENS SKILL SET

This month, SEIRPC will be wrapping up scheduled traffic
counts for the season.  Regional Planner Steven Stransky and Planning
Intern Hunter Gearhart conducted traffic and pedestrian counts in Grandview,
Fredonia, Middletown, New London, Hillsboro, West Point, and in rural Lee and
Des Moines counties.  These counts provide local governments with detailed
analyses of traffic volume, functional class, speed, direction, and following
distance.  These counts are particularly helpful within communities and on
local streets that may not have received a count during the Iowa Department of
Transportation’s quadrennial traffic counts, which were completed last year in
Southeast Iowa.  If you would like more information on these counts or get
on the list for one before the weather turns, please reach out to Steven
Stransky at sstransky@seirpc.com or
319.753.4316.

Steven Stransky, Regional Planner, was
certified as a Sampling Technician by the
Iowa Department of Public Health in May
2019. This allows him to visually inspect
homes for lead hazards and sample for the
presence of lead following rehabilitation work. 
When using federal funds, SEIRPC is
required to visually inspect homes for lead
hazards prior to renovation work and sample
for lead following a project’s completion. 

Currently, SEIRPC is working with homeowners in Keokuk and Burlington on
federally-funded home rehabilitation programs and recently wrapped up a
program in New London.  Steven completed his training with Iowa Lead Safety in
Des Moines.



SEIRPC Office Staff Listing 
(with years of tenure in 2019)

SUSAN COFFEY, ADMINISTRATIVE DIRECTOR: scoffey@seirpc.com (26 yrs) 

MIKE NORRIS, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR: mnorris@seirpc.com, (16 yrs)

ZACH JAMES, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR: zjames@seirpc.com (14 yrs) 

SARA HECOX, GRANT ADMINISTRATOR: shecox@seirpc.com (14 yrs) 

TRACEY LAMM, REGIONAL DEV. COORDINATOR: tlamm@seirpc.com (12 yrs) 

SHERRI JONES, EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT: sjones@seirpc.com (11 yrs)

GERALD HEUBNER, TRANSIT MAINTENANCE MGR: ghuebner@seirpc.com (11 yrs)

LORI GILPIN, FINANCE DIRECTOR: lgilpin@seirpc.com (7 yrs) 

JARRED LASSITER, REGIONAL PLANNER: jlassiter@seirpc.com (5 yrs) 

ROGER KELLER, TRANSIT DIRECTOR: rkeller@seirpc.com (3 yrs) 

CHRIS CROWNER, TRANSIT SCHEDULER, ccrowner@seirpc.com (3 yrs)

KANSHA TIWARI, REGIONAL PLANNER: atiwari@seirpc.com (2 yrs)

STEVEN STRANSKY, REGIONAL PLANNER: sstransky@seirpc.com (1 yrs)

DEBBIE BLACKLEDGE, RECEPTIONIST: dblackledge@seirpc.com (1 yr)

CAROLYN LEES, HOUSING ASSISTANT: clees@seirpc.com (1 yr)

LISA MCPHERSON, PLANNING ASSISTANT: lmcpherson@seirpc.com (1 yr)


